10 THE | 
| AuTHoRs of the Mox rx Revaines 3 


Occaſioned by their REMARKS 
On two PaMenitTs lately publiſhed ; 
One Entitled, 
THovGuTs on ſeveral intereſting Subjects, viz. 
On the Exportation of, and Bounty upon Corn. 


On the high Price of Provistons. 
On ManurFacTuREs, COMMERCE, &c. 


The Other, * 0 
A Drrrxex of the above PAMPRHLEZT: 
BEING 


\ ReyLy to the AprRENDIx annexed, to the Expedi- 
* of a free Exportation of Corn at this Time: 


IN WHICH 


The Midi. Falſe Reaſoning, and Wilful 
Deceit of the Author, are fully expoſed and refuted. 


In Two LzTTERS to a FRIEND. 


By Mr. WI MP E v. 


| — — gs 


„„ ON D N 


Sold by S. CRowDER, in Pater-noffer Row; and). WiLLis, *. 4 3 
Bookſeller at Newbury. 1771. 
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H EN I publiſhed the two | 
4 ſmall pamphlets mentioned 
in the title page, I had ne- 
ver conceived the leaft hope 5 

1 of being taken notice of 

1 by ſo reſpectable a body as the Writers 

I ef the MoxTHLY REVIEW. However, 

my obligations are nöt the leſs; and 

Therefore that I may not be thought 

\ anting in reſpect, for any favour be- 
ſtow'd, I beg leave to make my public 

f Feknowledgments, and to preſent you 
y thanks for every favour you intended 

Int. 
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© Sada. after your Review bor the 
month of Auguſt was publiſhed, I was 


aſked if I had read your laſt Review; 1 
_ anſwered yes, and that I commonly al- 


lowed myſelf that pleaſure, — © Pray” 


ſaid one of my friends, What do they | 


« mean, by ſaying great writers, like 
«« great talkers, are very liable to in- 
0 confiſtencies, and to be detected b y any 
« who think it worth their attention to 
« watch their progreſs ? ! '— We never 
knew you had publiſhed any thing be- 
fore, therefore cannot ſee with what 


propriety you are called a great writer, 
I anſwered, I never did publiſh any thing 


but ence before, and that was many years 
fince, and therefore I could not properly 
be ſaid to be a great writer, either in 


theſe GERN TLEM Ex 's fenſe of the words, 
or indeed in any other: but that it was 
plain to me, as I did not doubt but it 


would to them, upon another reading. 
that thoſe words were not intended to be 
applied to me, but to Mr. Y. I would 
ſay Squire Y. who, I thought, as well 


entitled to the epithet as any man living ; 
if greatneſs in a writer is to be eſtima F 


ted 
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wd merely by the multiplicity and unrea- 


ſonable length of his books. If fo, they 
faid, it was plain the RevieweRs did 


not intend me any great compliment in 


„me words following, „that any might 


«-have detected him,” &c, I anſwered, 
whether they did intend me a compli- 
ment or not, their remark exactly qua- 
drated with mine ; for his inconſiſtencies 
are ſo many and ſo glaring, that his book 
muſt be read with great inattention for 
them not to be obſerved by any reader 


whatever.—But, ſaid 6ne of them, what 


follows, ſhews you much more civility 


than I expected: But pray, faid he, 
BZ (putting the top of the fore-finger of 


one hand into the palm of the other, 
and looking archly) did you not come 
here? I told him I had not the pleaſure 
of being acquainted with any one in- 
tereſted in that work : That I had not 
the leaſt foundation to charge them with 
any indirect practices; and that I was 
not under the leaſt temptation to with to 


I _ avail myſelf of any ſuch; but that I 
looked upon the queſtion in diſpute to 


be as important and intereſting as any 
B 2 one 


EO 1 4 * 


one in the whole 3 of. commerce 11 


that in writing I had no view either to 


profit or vanity; that my ſole aim was 


to ſerve the cauſe of TRUTH, and the 


PuBLic ; that I had never known the 
cauſe of either receive any advantage 
from bribery or corruption; though 
I , was, apprehenſive they had too fre- 
quently, and too ſucceſsfully been em- 
ployed againſt both. That I had no at- 
tachment to any opinion, further than it 
appeared to me to be conſiſtent with 


Facrs and TRUTH ; and that I ſhould 


be much. obliged to the ReviewtRs, or 


any other perſon, who would help me 
to correct any miſtakes I had made re- 


ſpecting the ſubject; and that I could 
not help being concerned that thoſe 
GENTLEMEN went no further, than 
that they thought my opinion might 
admit of, ſome ſtrictures. This, in- 
deed, ſeemed as if they thought my opi- 
nion was not well eſtabliſhed; but does 
not afford me an opportunity of profit- 


ing by the remark, nor of removing any 


objection to it. This converſation was 
ended with a wiſh, that the Authors of 
the 


; tl 


al 


[[ 35 3] 
the REview had been more explicit, 
and had plainly declared: their opinion of 


the controverſy. 
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In your Review for November, p 4c0, 


after having quoted the title of my ſe- 
cond pamphlet, you make the following 


1 obſervations: Mr. W. has again taken 
1 * up his hoſtile quill againſt Mr. Young, 
1 % and deals his argumentative ſtrokes 
” about bien, yery —— 1 his 
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„tional eee Whew, — "bs 
Y | anſwer to which I beg leave to ſay, that 
2A how ſevere ſoever my Defence may be 
thought, I never meant or intended to 
do my opponent the leaſt injuſtice; and 
I am not in the leaſt conſcious that I 
have; but if you, GENTLEMEN, think 


otherwiſe, and will be kind enough to 


L point out the particulars, I ſhall be very 
F willing to make him all the reparation 
in my power. On the other hand, if I 


have advanced, nothing againſt him but 

what is ſtrictly conſiſtent with TruUTH, 

then I hope the ſeyerity I am charged 
with, 
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* the bounty (you ſay) we ſhall only offer | 


e not tend to reduce the price of the re- 
46 " mnainder « on en * = 


"opponent ſo roundly aſſerted, and obſti- i: 


if 5 
85 If 


apc does not amount to any: * ori- r. 
minal or unwarrantableQ. a 1 


« As to the general queſtion reſpecting 


«© one remark to Mr. W. 's conſideration. | 
« Tt may be granted to him, that if we ii 
* fix on any aſſigned quantity of corn, ?F 
4 ſuppoſed to be at any one time in the 
kingdom, the ſending part of that pre- 3 | 
*« ſent quantity abroad, undoubtedly will | 


I am dane to you, Sennen, 4 
for this frank, this candid acknowledgq- 
ment; and confeſs- I ſhould be aſhamed 
that T had ſaid ſo much in defence of | 
truth that is in itſelf fo clear, that, as es 
you ſay, it cannot be doubted, had not my 


nately maintained, that the price of corn 1 
was ever low in proportion to the quan- 
tities exported; even in thoſe very years 
that the largeſt quantities were ſent 
abroad: fo that with him a low price is 
the neceſſary and immediate effe& of a | 
large | 
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large exportation ; of the folly and un- 
Cri- xeaſonableneſs of which, I think, there 
- has been already too . ſaid to n 
0 i 1 of more. | 


But (you ſay) this is too confined a 
e view of the ſubject: I readily grant 
it, and beg leave to appeal again to your 
n, candour, if I have by any means, or in 
10 % any ſenſe, confined my conſiderations to 
ſuch a narrow view. I flatter myſelf I 
will WT have conſidered the ſubject in every view, 
and in every period, from the earlieſt 
times we have any account concerning it, 
3 down to the preſent ; and I am ſure, to 
the beſt of my knowledge and belief, 
have fairly and truly ſtated the Facrs; 
| A and I believe the concluſions drawn from 
q thence are juſt, and will bear the ſtricteſt 
: examination; but if I am miſtaken in 
the FacTs, or my OBSERVATIONS upon 
them, I ſhall eſteem any endeayour 
to ſet me right, as a great favour.— 
But you obſerve, The true ſtate of the 
IF © queſtion is, Has not the encourage- 
ment of exportation tended to in- 
F © creaſe the annual produce of grain, 
| 44% by 
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* by e and improv⸗ 
ing agriculture.?“ Tehink I have clears: 
ly and fully ſhewn -itzhas not: but ſup-⸗ 


poſe it has, there then will ariſe another 


vv = 
_ 


true queſtion, upon which the whole 
will then depend; that is, If we aãdmit 
the encouragement given to exportation 
has tended to promote; extend arid im- 
prove agriculture, - then the next true 1 
queſtion. i is, Whether ſuch extenſion and 
promotion of agriculture has produced a 
quantity of corn equivalent and ſufficient 
to anſwer the extra demand occaſioned 
by the bounty? If it has, the diſpute, 
ſo far as it reſpects the price of corn 
merely; is at an end: for let the demand 


[ i, increaſe. 1n; ,apy.ratio - you pleaſe;: if the 

l . ſupplies increaſe in the ſame proportion, | 

| þ I readily admit there can be no reaſon 
=. for any- advance of price: Thus have i 
| | J we brought- this- much agitated affair = 
= into a very narrow compaſs, which I 9 
| | think may be--very ſatisfactorily deter 

6 mined by a few well known FAcrs. 4 

| | I do not conſider: myſelf now, as diſpu- 


ting with Squire V. but as reaſoning 
with men of candour and ingenuity, 
. whe 
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d cho has no bias to warp PER from the. 


ars | J cauſe of TRUTH ; ; nor do I think fo of 
= any man, till ** will not ſuffer me to 
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The Facts refered 6 to, its, are as 
follows 2 0 wn 


8 


* . 'Tis an undoubted fact, that ex- 


Height as when corn is wy Phan and 
e cheap. | 


2. That the firſt unfavourable or un- 
= fruitful year that follows ſuch large ex- 
1 Forte“ ka A edvanges. the price So, 


"£4 
1 ; 


3. That the LzGISLATURE, in ſuch 
an emergency, has always thought it 
xpedient and fit, to prohibit, for a cer- 


1 


f 4. That the LEGISLATURE, in caſes 
ö Pe great exigence, hath not only prohi- 
1 Pited all exportation, but hath opened 
C our 
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: 3 >ortation is never carried to ſo great an 


ain time, all exportation, even without 
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5 our 8 and given free e pertniſſion 


one year, with a bounty of 20 per cent. b 


but from the commencement of the 


ſons proved, Cer they were | felt or per- f 


N 


— 


for importation. 22 


$- That exportation bis vide 0 fit * 
carried beyond its due bounds, by the 
bounty, that what has been exported 


we have ſometimes been obliged to buy 
again the next, at an ne of 1 I 00 10 fer 7 
cent. Ro. Rr no 
6 That * occurrences hark not 
only happened once, as if : by chance, 3 


bounty to the preſent time, ſcarcity and 
high prices has regularly and conſtantly 


followed a large and extenfive exporta- 


tion, as certain effects from an infallible BW 
cauſe ; though they have been ſometimes | 
longer, according as the following ſea- 


ceived. 


I believe theſe are FacTs that no can- 
did, impartial man will deny; and to all 
a 5 =; I moſt readily appeal, if it does 
from the conſideration of theſe 

FACTS, | 
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5. Acrs, moth e that ex- 
portation, by means of: the bounty, has 
91 been carried to an impolitie and moſt in- 


length. For pad the produce 


ä From the extenſion ana improvement of 

| WF agriculture; et ſuch extenſion and im- 
provement be encouraged and promoted 
by what means you pleaſe) I ſay, had 

X the produce as much exceeded — uſual 


quantity, as was equal to the export 


I occaſioned. by the bounty ; the ſcarcity 
and high price that followed, and the 
neceſſity af prohibiting exportation, of 
opening the ports, and permitting fo- 


reigners to import, and of buying in 
corn again at a moſt unreaſonable ad- 


2- vance, could never have happened. I 


do not mean to ſay, that if there was 
? no bounty the price of corn would be 
invariably the ſame; tis impoſſible, in 
the nature of things, that ſhould ever 


be the caſe; the mighty difference there 


is between favourable and unfavourable 
ſeaſons, will render every means ingf- 
fectual to that purpoſe ; but tis very 
clear, when there is no bounty, the 
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equable. Let us ſuppoſe the price 'of | 


grown ſo ſcarce, that the bounty is ſuf- M 
pended, exportation prohibited; and, di 
laſtly, the ports are opened, and corn e: 
imported and ſold at double its former 


ed, that the bounty paid in ſuch year 
ed, or it did not, If it did, then ſay | 


the advocates for a bounty, this ſhews Mi 
the uſefulneſs of the meaſure in, promo- MF” 


But let us ſuppoſe it had happened, that | 
at that time' no bounty had been given, 


the corn that was ſold for a million and 1 


't 12 1 


price will ever be more regular and 
L 
corn very low, and government pays in Wa 
any one year , Zoo, ooo for bounty; 1 3 
that, in a rar or two after, corn is 


price. I think it will be readily allow- 


cauſed ſo large a quantity to be export- 


ting a trade which brought a million 
and a half into the kingdom, in one r 
year; this has a pleaſing aſpect, and 
with many may paſs for demonſtration. | 


and conſequently, for want of a market, 
the corn then exported had been a year 4 
or two upon hand, what would have 


happened? Why, moſt certainly, this; 1 


a half, 


and 
22 of | 
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1 
a half, would have been worth, in 4 
al or two, three millions, beſides" a 
Saving of three hundred thouſand pounds 
Paid for bounty, which together only 
aakes the difference of one million 
eight hundred thouſand pounds, to the 
Niſadvantage of this kingdom, in the 
lexports of one year only. And to me 
7 it appears very clear, that the bounty 
very year cauſes a conſtant loſs to this 
Pation, in the fame manner, in propor- 
tion to the price and quantity exported *. 
But if, to avoid this conſequence, we 
allow the ſame quantity would have 


8 5 
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been exported without the aid of a 
Pounty; (which, by the way, is a moſt 
mprobable ſuppoſition) that is confeſ- 


2 . 
323 
res 


7 ng, at leaſt, that the G. 300, ooo paid 


for the bounty, is wantonly and unne- 
ena thrown away, without anſwer= 
ing the leaſt good e to my 
NY ATION, 


1 | If the FacTs, before mentinnes; are 
Z allowed to be real and certain, (and 


Fucely they cannot be doubted, any 
more 
* By means of the bounty is meant. 
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duce. of our lands, erw. ne the 


ble; ſuch as prohibiting — | 


moſt evidently certain, That the en- 
* couragement of exportation has not 


to think it has, 1 ſhould be much oh..! 7 


K „ 


more than that there ever was fucli al 0 
thing as a bounty granted on export. 
tion) they evidently prove, that the pro- 


Ss er inſüfficient « to et ho 
exterifive exports, and to ſatisfy the 
large demands of home conſumption A 7 
This moſt evidently appears, by the 
meaſures the LEG18LATVRE have bee ng 
.obliged to adopt from time to time, to 
prevent ſcarcity from becoming intolera- 


and opening the ports, a ee? peri 
GO" oy Af ASP 1 


A 
From hence, Shs, 1 think it appear I 


e tended to increaſe the annual produce 
of grain, by promoting, extending 
« and improving agriculture,” in oi 
degree of proportion to our come F 
and exports. And if you ſtill continue 


liged 
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ſuch aff lied to on for the favour of your t. 
exporis · ons. 1 know ſome fiery Aae in this 
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Pttle underſtanding, obſtinately main 

„that the price of grain falls in 
n to the quantity ſent abroad; 
Wnd on high duties being laid on im- 
Fortation; ; and that it advances in ptice 
n exportation being prohibited, and 
the ports being opened, and free li- 
| = given to importation. But theſo 
| al pinions are fo manifeſtly repugnant to 
She reaſon, experience, and common 
nico 1 Paafe of mankind, that I am ſure it 
Mr ould be loft labour to A any e 
555 1 otice of them. | 


a Your next and laſt ee 1. — 
he en- I * Le Mr. W. is too well vequalaes 
yy * * ed with trade, not to know that an 
increaſe of demand increaſes the pro- 
duce and manufacture of the egen 
4 $ commodity.” T anfwer, my acquaint- 
: Ince with trade hath made me know 
q With more certainty another truth, 
ic ob. Fach is, that an inereaſe of demand 

bk | in- 
: 


Fauſe, Wo, with great warmth, and 
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tofalibly. ms. hs. price, both of 
produce and manufactures; but this, 
by the way, is a truth,. that is quite 
tepugnant to the concluſions drawn by 
the advocates of a bounty, I allow, 

at the ſame time, an increaſe of de- 
mand increaſes the manufacture of ebe 

m - defired commodity ; | but that is by no 
dA -/ means ſo certain, if at all ſo, with, re- By 
ſpect to produce. Should an increaſe i p 
of demand happen for goods made of if 
hemp, flax, wool, Loom. ſilk, or any 
other thing, a manufacturer has nothing 
more to do than increaſe the number 
of his work people, or encourage thoſe 
Ut he has to work more hours and, ge- 3 
{| ''- nerally ſpeaking, they can go on at all 4 4 
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FRE F 
1 ſeaſons, winter or ſummer, cold or hot, 


wet or dry; and conſequently the in- 
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| ih creaſe, in a great meaſure, is reduced 
| | wil | to a certainty z but this is not the caſe 
nt in regard to produce: the huſbandman, if 
| th i generally ſpeaking, . crops: his land ac- 
=. cording to the nature and circumſtances | Þ 
it of it; one ſort of grain following ano- | . 


—_: ther in ſucceſſion, conformably to the 
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oth of inode of culture he may ee But, 
t this,, ſuppoſing upon any extraordinary de- 
| quite BY mand, for wheat ſuppoſe; he ſhbuld 
wn by ſtep out of his way, an increaſe of 
allow, produce is by no means certain; he 
of de- — till and crop his land vety judis 
of the WF ciouſly and carefully, and yet be ſadly 
by, no gifppointed with reſpect to the in- 
ith re- N | creaſe. A melancholy proof of this we 
creaſe have now, as one may ſay, before our 


ade of i eyes. Laſt year an uncommon quantity 
of land was ſown with wheat, and even 
till the very eve of harveſt a plentiful 
crop was thought certain, but, when 
they began to cut, they found it very 
light; ahd though the ears appeared 
large and full, upon examination 1t was 
found a great part of the corn was de- 
ſtroyed by the blight; and I have been 
= alflured by many people of credit, that 
a threſher muſt work hard, in ſome 
parts, to get a buſhel a day; and that 
che produce of many acres, that looked 
very promiſing and well, was not more 
than from fix to ten buſhels to the acre; 
I have not the leaſt reaſon to doubt the 
D | truth 
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truth of this account, for I had ſeveral 
fields myſelf that ſucceeded no better 
Paul 3 plant, and Apollos n may water, 


&c. So that it appears, if the farmer, 


Pon any extraordinary adyance of price, 
ſhould be tempted to depart from his 
uſual courſe, an increaſe in proportion 


is by no means certain. But you may 


depend the farmer feels no motives to 


ſuch an alteration, but that of an ex- 


traordinary advance of price, which 


makes nothing for the opinion of the 


advocates for a Ro: ty. 
1 e now W to ſhew, that 
the extenſive improvements that have 


been made in agriculture, in the preſent 


century, are in no ſenſe indebted to the 
bounty, but were entirely owing to other 
cauſes. But, I appichend, I have fo 
clearly and fully proved this in my for- 


mer Letters, eſpecially in the Preface 
to the laſt, that it admits of little, and 


{ſtands in need of nothing more being 
faid upon the CORE 


I have 


eral 


iter, 
ner, 


ice, 


6 his | 


Ve 
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. 


1 have „ the" Air of che 92 
punty very carefully, and am tho- 1 
Pughly convinced it has not only been 
a  uſcleſs meaſure, but a very diſadvan- © 
eous one, excluſive of the very large 
ms paid for the ſame; and, err f 
ze calculations I have made, Jam -, = 
uaded. could an exact account of 3 
Wantitics and prices be obtained, from — a. 

& commencement of the bounty to- 
preſent time, it would admit [a PEN 
in demonſtration,” that if there never 3 
d been any bounty at all, EN GLA wn 
ght have received full as much, for F 
Geol two-thirds" of the quantity ex- =” 
ted, as it has now done for lis = 


7 
oe + 
44 


4 ole; the value of which, added to x 


5 has been paid for il amounts 


: ey large ſum, 1 | . 4 


Ts : 


now, S aunt beg leave to 
mit the whole to your further con- 
ration; aſſuring you, at the ſame 
We, that I have no inclination to ex- 
d the controverſy further than TRuTH 
ſeem to require; but if you think 
1 hays" 
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